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LIBRARIES AND THE WPA 


WPA projects in libraries may be 
looked at from two points of view. First, 
from that of the library and the value of 
the work contributed; second, from the 
point of view of WPA directors who 
value the accomplishment in terms of 
human rehabilitation. The recently is- 
sued report of the Women’s and Profes- 
sional Division entitled The First Year 
of Progress, affords testimony on both 
sides. Each of the ten districts into 
which the state is divided gives an ac- 
count of its activities, and it is of inter- 
est to note that there is not one in which 
some mention is not made of projects 
having to do with libraries. 

Library projects under WPA seem to 
fall into four general classes: (1) book 
renovation; (2) maintenance of library 
stations; (3) indexing and organization 
of materials; (4) bookcrafts (as distinct 
from mending). 

Those falling into the first group are 
the best known. They were well covered 
in the November BULLETIN and need no 
further mention; altho a splendid ex- 
ample of emergency work in this field 
comes from Manitowoc where, after the 
high school burned, the WPA force 
turned to and salvaged books that had 


been damaged by smoke and water. Of 
the second type of project, the most am- 
bitious undertaking has been the county 
project carried out by the Shawano Pub- 
lie Library, in cooperation with WPA, 
an effort that has had gratifying success 
from the library point of view since it 
has now won county support and is to 
continue, we hope, as a going county li- 
brary system. In The First Year of Pro- 
gress* we learn that a similiar under- 
taking is underway in the Rhinelander 
district: 

Library centers have been established 
in five small communities and have be- 
come indispensable. The interests and 
enthusiasm of the workers have done 
much to sell these projects. In two com- 
munities no books had ever been avail- 
able before. It is hoped in the near fu- 
ture to extend this service throughout 
the district. 

It is planned to make each library unit 
a community study center with books and 
material of special value and interest to 
the community as well as books for 
pleasure. A local library committee would 
be responsible for space and the neces- 
sary equipment. This committee to study 
needs of their locality and collect mater- 
ial for the center: booklets, pamphlets 


*All quotations are from this volume or from later 
reports made available through courtesy of the Mad- 
ison office of WPA. 
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from public and private agencies, loan 
collections, donations and clipping ser- 
vice. We are hoping in this way to pro- 
vide for pleasure and profit for the many 
small communities in our district. 

A later report says: “Our library proj- 
ects continue to be popular. ... Rural 
districts are particularly appreciative of 
the opportunity afforded them to obtain 
reading matter. Requests for library ex- 
tension service are on file for five centers 
where the service cannot be given be- 
cause of lack of personnel.” 

In the report from the Waukesha dis- 
trict reference is made to library insti- 
tutes: 

One-day institutes for library workers 
have been conducted by several sponsors. 
These meetings comprised lectures and 
demonstrations by experts on the various 
phases of library projects. A splendid 
display of rehabilitation work being done 
on books in the public library of Wauke- 
sha was recently shown. 

The more unusual and interesting of 
the projects described are those that fall 
into classes three and four. Among those 
noted in a reading of the reports are 
the compilation of a “farm reference li- 
brary” for the office of the Douglas 
County Agricultural Agent; a record 
made for the Superior Public Library of 
source materials on the Lake Superior 
region available for loan from individ- 
uals and neighboring libraries and mu- 
seums; the indexing of Blue Books, and 
of laws passed since 1900 for the Legis- 
lative Reference Library; and of census 
reports for the State Historical Library 
in Madison. 

Bookcrafts have included the making 
of music portfolios for high school or- 
chestras, scrap books for state institu- 
tions, bindings for National Geographics, 
and the transcribing of books and pam- 
phlets into Braille. In Waukesha a group 
of workers were engaged in setting up 
a “picture library.” 

Many sets of pictures dealing with all 
subjects, such as history, literature, bo- 
tany, poetry, etc., have been given to or 
purchased by the library. Our workers 
under the direction of the assistant li- 
brarian, are sorting, assembling and 
mounting these pictures. Later on they 
will be bound in booklet form and placed 
in the children’s library for reference use 
under the visual education plan. 
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The scrap books for state institutions 
were planned by occupational therapists 
and carried out as a Milwaukee project. 
It is in connection with this undertaking, 
which was turned over to a group of the 
least skilled workers, that special ref- 
erence is made to morale. 

In the four months it required to 
deliver the books, 400 women were kept 
busy at a materials cost of less than $3. 
per woman. But in these same four 
months, and by means of these same $3., 
a much more valuable product than the 
books was turned out. This product con- 
sisted of rehabilitated women. 

When they started, many of the women 
on this project were so rusty in their for- 
mer meager attainments, or so enervated 
by years of insecurity that it was neces- 
sary to re-train them to work habits. As 
their sense of security returned, they be- 
came more confident, their fingers more 
nimble. As a result of their progress 
many of them voluntarily sought work 
in other projects which required more 
skill and dexterity. 

From Green Bay, where a more than 
usually ambitious binding project was 
underway, with a_ skilled binder in 
charge, there comes similar testimony, 
citing cases: 

One young fellow was lazy, uninterest- 
ed and without ambition when he came 
here. But he got wise to himself. Now 
he is vitally interested in the work. He 
is really learning the trade and will prob- 
ably go on with it after this project is 
completed. One other worker, a young 
woman, also showed an interest in the 
craft. “I find the work very interesting,” 
she reported, “and I hope the work pro- 
gram lasts long enough for me to learn 
bookbinding thoroughly, for I hope to 
earn my living at this work.” 

A statement as to the value of library 
projects, from still another point of 
view comes from Adams county: 

The project is not only beneficial to 
the local communities, but to the Works 
Progress Administration as well; it has 
promoted good will among the rural com- 
munities by bringing home to the various 
school board members the fact that WPA 
is saving the school districts considerable 
amounts of money as well as giving em- 
ployment to the unemployed. The project 
has been valuable in refuting unjust cri- 
ticism of our standard of work. 


Educational Toys 


A WPA undertaking of quite a dif- 
ferent type in which libraries may have 
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an interest is the Milwaukee Handicraft 
Project. Reference has already been 
made to the nursery toys that are avail- 
able at small cost to state institutions. 
(BULLETIN, Jan. ’37). 

The toys are designed by artists in co- 
operation with educators. They are made 
of wood and brightly painted in primary 
colors and will be a joy in the Children’s 
Room. They may be saved for exhibit 
purposes on special occasions, or may 
form permanent decorative features. The 
children’s librarian will be able to think 
of many tie-ups between books and these 
gay representations of stream-lined 
trains, automobiles, airplanes, tugboats, 
steam shovels, and skyscrapers, as well 
as animals, domestic and wild. 

There are also dolls, some in national 
costume, but the cost of materials makes 
them more expensive. 
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The following partial price list will 
indicate the range of costs: 


airplane, 17c 

small streamlined train, 12c 
steam roller, 24c 

steam shovel, 43c¢ 

tractor, 19c 

auto, 17c 

bus, 18¢ 

cart and blocks, 49c 

doll, with wardrobe, $2.17 
animals, 29c 


These toys are not for sale to indi- 
viduals, for WPA does not compete with 
private industry, but through their dis- 
play in public libraries it is possible that 
standards of selection for play materials 
for children may be materially improved. 


NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 


Edited by Blanche A. Smith 
The Library in a Changing World 


Many people are inclined to decry the 
library of today as having gone too far 
afield in its desire to meet the cultural 
needs of the community in ways that do 
not deal primarily with books and read- 
ing. This criticism comes with greatest 
force perhaps from within the profes- 
sion itself. In the judgment of many 
librarians whose wisdom and loyalty to 
the highest ideals of librarianship can- 
not be questioned, it is not the legitimate 
function of the public library to spend 
time and money in activities that do not 
lead to the direct furtherance of the aims 
expressed in the American Library As- 
sociation slogan: “The most books to the 
most people for the least money.” 

Viewed from this angle some of our 
work of the past year must be considered 
unnecessary, extravagant and _ super- 
fluous. But if we regard the library not 
as a depositary for the printed cultural 
resources of the community, but also as 
a vital force in its social coordination, 
then every activity that tends to set men 
free from wrong thinking, from materi- 


alism, from lack of appreciation of the 
best in living, in music, in drama, in 
recreation and especially free from the 
utter drabness of empty lives, is worthy 
of a place on its program. 

Since our building and its equipment 
offers unusual opportunities for a com- 
prehensive program, and since by the 
very nature of our organization we are 
free from the challenging criticism of 
taxpayer and politician, it would seem 
like a betrayal of our trust were we to 
hold anything less than such an ideal in 
these days of change and adjustment. 
—Westerly Public Library, Westerly, 
Rhode Island, ANNUAL REPORT, 1936. 


Library Publicity 


Many ideas for library publicity put 
together in attractive pamphlet form 
may be obtained for 35 cents from Fol- 
lett Book Company. Miss Margaret 
Coons, librarian of the Lew Wallace Sen- 
ior Library, Gary, Indiana, has collected 
the descriptions of bulletin board ideas, 
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displays, and various devices used to 
draw attention to the library and what 
it offers. These have been arranged un- 
der the headings: Clubs, Contest Publi- 
city, Demonstration Publicity, Exhibit 
Publicity, Lists, Newspaper Publicity, 
Radio Publicity, Story-hour Publicity, 
Hints. While brief in treatment, this is 
a convenient condensation of many of 
the ideas which have appeared in A.L.A. 
and Wilson publications, and in Mr. 
Ward’s splendid book, Publicity for pub- 
lic libraries. Part of this pamphlet has 
appeared in the January-February num- 
ber of Reading and the School Library. 


Picture Maps 


A list of picture maps, giving source, 
price and brief descriptive annotation of 
some hundred maps selected by Ethel M. 
Fair of the New Jersey College for Wom- 
en Library School, appears in the Feb- 
ruary Wilson Bulletin. “These pictorial 
maps have been obtained from newspa- 
pers, magazines, bookshops, private in- 
dividuals acting as author and publisher, 
commercial companies and _ institutions 
whose maps are usually discovered by ac- 
cident, with only a very few from well 
known firms.” They are arranged by 
subject and thus lend themselves easily 
to library displays and to the needs of 
teachers. 


“Lists Stimulate Reading” 


To direct attention of the library and 
museum visitors of Enoch Pratt Free 
Library of Baltimore to some of the 
best, readable books in the field of fine 
and applied arts, a series of attractive 
leaflets has been issued. Their publica- 
tion has been made possible by a grant 
from the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York. 

To date there have been 24 carefully 
chosen and annotated. They are availa- 
ble in lots of 200 and over, for 1 cent 
each. Archaeology, Chinese Art, Modern 
architecture, Mexican art today, Adver- 
tising art, Woodcuts are some of the 
subjects chosen at random. Write to Elsa 
B. Clark, Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
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Baltimore, Md., for complete list, or to 
place orders. 


History Behind the News 


A radio program of unusual interest 
to libraries was instituted on January 
17 by the Radio Committee of the Amer- 
ican Historical Association over a series 
of Columbia networks. At 1:45 P. M. 
(E. S. T.) recent news items from news- 
paper headlines are used as a spring 
board into the past to find events which 
bear on them or which have offered sim- 
ilar problems. Material furnished by 
historians is worked over by radio ex- 
perts that it may conform to the demands 
for this kind of treatment. Robert Trout 
will give the talks. 

To be of greatest service, such a series 
of talks must lead to further reading on 
the parts of the listeners. It is intended 
that references will be made to books and 
libraries. Because of the character of 
the talks, it will be impossible for libra- 
ries to have lists ready to follow up the 
newly awakened interest, but it is hoped 
that libraries will be aware of the series 
and alert to any opportunities for co- 
operation. Suggestions or requests for 
information may be addressed to 
Mrs. Evelyn Plummer Braun 
Radio Committee, American Historical 

Association 
226 South 16th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Vocational Guidance 


Two bibilographies on the subject of 
vocational guidance have been reprinted 
from the Vocational Guidance Magazines 
of November and December 1936. A 
“five foot shelf” is offered from which 
those who are not familiar with the lit- 
erature of the subject may select titles 
with the assurance that the volumes have 
professional standing. This list of some 
64 titles, appeared in the November mag- 
azine. 


Suggestions for the vocational shelf of 
high school, college or public library ap- 
peared in the December number. Three 
lists were submitted, to conform to the 
financial status of the organization de- 
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siring to purchase the books. Group 1 
costs $10.75; Group 2, $14.10, the two 
groups costing a little less than $25; 
Group 3 extends the list further and 
brings the approximate cost to $100. 

Information about these lists may be 
obtained from National Occupational 
Conference, 551 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City. 


*Accessions” vs. ‘Acquisitions’ 


To make statistics more informative, 
the library will, beginning this year, dis- 
tinguish in them between “acquisitions” 
and “Accessions.” The terms are not 
synonymous. “Accessions” will, as here- 
tofore, mean the number of books for- 
mally added by means of certain pro- 
cesses (such as numbering, plating, 
pocketing, marking, etc.) to the official 
total number of books made, by such 
processes, a working part of the library. 
“Acquisitions” will, on the other hand, 
denote simply the number of items physi- 
cally received into the library during a 
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stated period, regardless of whether they 
have been immediately “accessioned” or 
“cataloged” or have, instead, been set 
aside for later processing. 


We have in the past attempted to show 
the source of our “accessions” or “gifts,” 
“purchases,” etc.—in doing this simply 
following usual library practice. This 
practice works entirely satisfactorily 
with a ibrlary which has no arrears in 
its work, and accessions and catalogs 
substantially all acquisitions immediate- 
ly upon their receipt. But in our case, 
neither of these two things is true: much 
of the current “accessioning” is of books 
which were “acquired” many years ago: 
while contrary, many of this year’s “ac- 
quisitions” may not be “accessioned” un- 
til next year—or later. Our annual fig- 
ures have tried to make this distinction 
clear, but the resulting figures, though 
technically correct, have not always been 
clear, particularly if read hurriedly.— 
ApouT BooKS AT THE OLIN LIRBARY, 
Wesleyan University, Middletown, Conn., 
Dec. 1936. 


A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


Bibliographies and Other Library Aids 


Bennett, Wilma. Occupations and voca- 
tional guidance. 2d rev. ed. 1936. 123p. 
Wilson, $1.25. 371.42 or 016.3 
A revised edition of this source list of pamphlet 

material. In part 1 the material is arranged by 

organization thus providing a directory as well. 

Part 2 is a subject index to pamphlets thus listed. 


Directory of organizations in the field 
of Public administration. 1936. 180p. 
Public Administration Clearing House, 
850 E. 58th st., Chicago. 353 
Directory to over 1900 national state and regional 


organizations in the field covered. 
See Booklist 33: 27 Sept. 36. 


Educational film catalog; supplement, 
January, 1937. 59p. Wilson, 50c. 371.3 


“A classified list of 425 non-theatrical films with 
a separate title and subject index,” issued as a 
supplement to the original catalog, which was 
listed in the Bulletin for July 36. 


Gable, J. H. Manual of serials work. 
1937. 229p. A.L.A., $2.75. 025.17 


“A guide to eurrent practice in the acquisition 
and handling of serial publications in public and 
college libraries, based on questionnaires sent to 
125 libraries and on personal investigation.” 

See Booklist 33: 181 Feb. °37 


Magriel, Paul D. A _ bibliography of 
dancing. 1936. 229p. illus. Wilson, 
$4.75. 793 or 016.7 


Comprehensive and scholarly bibliography, with 
facsimiles of old title pages. For college and 
larger libraries. 


Monroe, Walter S. and Shores, Louis. 
Bibliographies and summaries in edu- 
cation. 1936. 470p. Wilson, $4.75. 

370 or 016.37 

“A catalog of more than 4000 annotated biblio- 

graphies and summaries listed under author and 

subject in one alphabet.” Time period covered is 

from Jan. 1, 1910 to July 1, 1935. To be kept 
up to date hereafter by the Education Index. 
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Price, Willodeen and Ticen, Zelma E. 
comp. Index to vocations. 1936. 106p. 
Wilson, $1.25. 016.3 or 371.42 


An index to occupational material in 115 books, 
chosen from the Standard Catalogs for Public and 
High School libraries and from the Booklist. This 
material, analyzed by subject, falls into two 
general classes: Vocations and Biographies. Will 
be useful either in high school or small public 
library. 

See Booklist 33:182 Feb. ’37. 


Smith, Elva S. The history of children’s 
literature. 1937. 244p. A.L.A., $4. 
028.5 


The explanatory sub-title, ‘‘A syllabus and bib- 
liography” reflects the origin of the work in the 
curriculum of the Library School of Pittsburgh. 
The book’s value, however, is not limited to such 
courses, for it will contribute to all studies cf 
social history and of child psychology. In addition 
to the period outlines and bibliographies, there is 
a chronological list, illustrating the development 
of children’s literature; also an author-title index. 

See Booklist 33:181 Feb. ’37. 


Philosophy and Religion 


Goldstein, Morris. Thus religion grows. 
1936. 358p. Longmans, $3. 296 


The story of Judaism, told under three main top- 
ies: How a religion is born—Biblical Judaism ; 
How a religion lives on—Rabbinic Judaism; How 
a religion faces the future—Contemporary Judaism. 

See Booklist 33:182 Feb. '37. 


Holt, Arthur E. The fate of the family. 
1936. 192p. Willett, $2. 173 
Based on a radio extension program conducted 

by the University of Chicago. Compares demo- 

cratic family life as it has developed in America 
with the Oriental and European family. Stresses 
particularly the relation of religion to family life. 


Social Problems 


Armstrong, Hamilton Fish. We or they; 
two worlds in conflict. 1937. 106p. 
Macmillan, $1.50. 321.4 
A small book by the editor of Foreign Affairs 


devoted to the question of how dictatorship and 
democracies can exist in the world side by side. 


Davis, Maxine. They shall not want. 
1937. 418p. Macmillan, $2.50. 331.13 


From an editor the author received this assign- 
ment: “Find out what is wrong with our relief. 
Examine our own methods and then try to find out 
whether any other nation has any better policy 
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with results less extravagant in cost and more 
desirable for those who must accept relief.” After 
a broad survey of Federal relief plans, she chose 


Chicago for an intensive study; then went to 
England and to Sweden for comparisons, in con- 
clusion taking the good points from each as the 
basis for a future policy. 


Bogardus, Emory S. Introduction to so- 
cial research. 1936. 2387p. Sutton- 
house, $3. 301 


A good book for those without specialized train- 
ing who are called on to ascertain and present 
social facts. Among these will be librarians, who 
should find the material on community surveys, on 
interviewing and on the presentation of findings 
very helpful. Bibliographies for each chapter. 

See Booklist 33:71 Nov. '36. 


Oliver, A. J. Jr. and Dudley, H. M. This 
new America. 1937. 188p. Longmans, 
$1.50. 301.15 


A book about the C.C.C. The best of it is the 
part written by the boys th Ives, isting 
of short prose sketches, telling of what camp ex- 
perience has meant to them, and poetry, voicing 
both humor and the deeper emotions. There are 
also contributions by camp directors, chaplains, and 
others, with some statistical tables at the end. Dis- 
appointing if one expects a history of the C.C.C. 





Phelps, Edith M. and Johnsen, Julia E. 
University debaters’ annual. 19386. 
442p. Wilson, $2.25. 374 
Subjects covered: A written constitution, State 

medicine, Compulsory military training, Legaliza- 

tion of sweepstakes, Admission of negroes to state 
universities, Neutrality, Parole, Admission of 

Hawaii as a state, the Supreme court. 


The Reference Shelf. Wilson, 90c. 
Crisis in the electric utilities, by Gar- 
land and Phillips. 290.16 
Government ownership of electric util- 
ities, by Johnsen. 380.16 
Freedom of speech, by Johnsen. 323.4 


Robinson, James Harvey. The human 
comedy as devised and directed by 
mankind itself. 1937. 394p. Harper, 
$3. 301 


An unfinished work edited after the author’s 
death by Harry Elmer Barnes. 
See Booklist 33:185 Feb. ’87. 


Warren, Charles. The making of the 
constitution. new ed. 1987. 8382p. Lit- 
tle, $3.75. 342.73 


A popular-priced edition of one of the best 
known books on the constitution. Formerly $6. 
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Science and Useful Arts 


Chichester, Francis. Ride on the wind! 
1937. 286p. illus. Harcourt, $2.50. 
629.13 


A new book of air adventure by the author of 
Sea-plane solo (ButteTiIn Mar. '34). This time he 
set out from Sydney, Australia, in a plane that 
was good only for 500 mile stretches. By mapping 
his route carefully and following a line of islands 
he hoped ultimately to reach London. North across 
New Guinea, the Philippines, along the China 
coast, all went well. But in Japan the plane crashed 
—giving him time to write the book while re- 
covering. 


Fitzhugh, Edward F., Jr. Treasures in 
the earth. 1936. 1381p. illus. Caxton, 
$2. 553 


A popular introduction to mining geology, de- 
scribing simply the conditions under which ores 
occur, how they may be recognized, and modern 
methods of mining. Well illustrated. 


Schmid, Bastian. Interviewing animals. 
1937. 2238p. illus. Houghton, $3. 591.5 


Studies of animals and animal behaviour trans- 
lated from the German. That many of the studies 
are of the common domestic animals, and that 
such questions as How far can a dog see? How 
does the dog find its way home? are answered 
adds to the interest. 


Sims, Blackburn. The trailer home. 
1937. 128p. illus. Longmans. 629.2 


Trailer books are almost as numerous on pub- 
lishers’ lists as trailers are on the highway. This 
one is of the practical sort, with information on 
every phase of the subject, and with especially 
valuable advice on problems of driving. 


Fine Arts 


Pillsbury, Arthur C. Picturing miracles 
of plant and animal life. 1937. 2386p. 
illus. Lippincott, $3. 770 


For the past 25 years the author has been ex- 
perimenting with plant photography. His exper- 
iences with the lapse-time camera, by means of 
which the opening of flowers is recorded, and with 
microscopic motion photography, X-ray motion 
pictures, and Under-sea photography make fascin- 
ating reading. In addition there are many inter- 
esting facts about pollenization, growth, and other 
matters learned in the course of his studies. 


Literature 


Allen, Ralph B. tr. 
1936. 148p. illus. 


The saga of Gisli. 
Harcourt, $2.50. 
839.6 
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A translation of one of the Icelandic sagas, with 
illustrations by Rockwell Kent. In text, typography 
and pictures, a beautiful book. 


Browne, Anita, comp. Homespun; an 
anthology of poetry by the General 
Federation of Women’s clubs. 1936. 
447p. Am. Bk., $3. 811.08 or 821.08 


Club women everywhere will be interested in 
this anthology. The selections, in which Wisconsin 
is represented with the rest, have been chosen 
largely from national poetry contests conducted 
since 1930. 


Kelly, Blanche M. The well of English. 
1986. 401p. illus. Harper, $3. 820.9 


A study of the influence of the Catholic faith on 
English literature. 
See Booklist 33:189 Feb. °37. 


Smith, Logan P. Reperusals and re- 
collections. 1937. 3871p. Harcourt, 
$3.50. 824 


Readers who know the author only through Trivia 
will find his pen equally at home and quite as de- 
lightful in these longer essays. Writing of Mon- 
taigne, Madame de Sevigne, Sainte-Beuve, Walter 
Pater, Jane Austen, and others, his appeal will be 
to readers of literary background. 


Young, Stark, ed. A southern treasury 
of life and literature. 1937. 748p. 
Scribner, $1.48. 810.8 or 820.8 


An anthology of southern literature from colonial 
times to the present. Contains, both prose and 
poetry, old ballads, and negro spirituals. With 
analytics for the most important authors, would 
prove useful in a library. 


Biography 


Haslip, Joan. Lady Hester Stanhope. 
1936. 284p. Stokes, $3. 921 


Biography of a picturesque and enigmatic Eng- 
lish woman of the 18th century, by an author 
whose later book Parnell was noted in the February 
issue of the BuLieTIn. 


Heylbut, Rose. Like softest music. 1936. 
3800p. illus. Crowell, $3. 920 


These love stories of ten famous composers are 
based on facts, but are presented in fictionized 
form. Perhaps their chief value is that, in a very 
entertaining way, they make human beings out of 
men too often considered “highbrow,” or just 
Names on a concert program. For this reason, 
the book will have more appeal for persons who 
have had no musical training. Several chapters 
appeared in abridged form in Etude. 


Lewis, Cecil. Sagittarius rising. 
301p. Harcourt, $2.50. 


1936. 
921 
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The author’s memories of his experience as an 
aviator in the world war, and later in China. 
See Booklist 33:116 Dec. ’36. 


Morton, Rosalie S. A woman surgeon. 
1937. 399p. Stokes, $3. 921 


The experiences of women in medicine always 
have an interest, for success in the field is still 
to be won only against odds. Dr. Morton, of Vir- 
ginia ancestry, had first to overcome the objections 
of her family, then there followed the long years 
of training, at the Women’s Medical college in 
Philadelphia and in Vienna; practice in Washing- 
ton and New York; medical service abroad during 
the war and relief work afterwards. At present 
she lives and practices in Florida, making a spe- 
cial study of arthritis. A straightforward book 
expressing the writers’ character. 


Pearson, Hesketh. Tom Paine, friend of 
man. 1937. 293p. Harper, $3. 921 


Published in time for the 200th anniversary of 
his birth, this is a biography designed to clear 
Thomas Paine’s name from the obloquy from which 
it has suffered. His influence on the course of the 
Revolution and the founding of the new nation is 
stressed and there is sane treatment of the reli- 
gious theories (many now generally accepted) 
which gave him his reputation as an atheist. 


Rosenberg, M. V. 
1937. 3038p. 


Eleanor of Aquitane. 
illus. Houghton, $3.50. 
921 


Biography of a 12th century queen who was, in 
turn, wife to Louis VII of France and Henry II 
of England. Known as Queen of the troubadours, 
for her patronage of the arts of chivalry, she was 
a fascinating and unscrupulous personality, who 
exerted an influence on the course of history up to 
the time of her death as a very old woman. Two 
of her sons occupied the English throne, Richard, 
her favorite, and John. The book gives a vivid 
picture of the times, of the “‘courts of love’’ and 
of the Second Crusade, on which Eleanor accom- 
panied Louis. 


Scudder, Townsend. The lonely wayfar- 
ing man; Emerson and some English- 
men. 1936. 228p. Oxford, $2.50. 921 


Emerson visited England three times, as a young 
man in 1833, in the height of his powers, as a 
lecturer, in 1847, and again as an old man in 
1872. This is a study of these journeys, of the 
famous men he met and the friends he made, 
notably Carlyle. 


History and Travel 


Baker, N. D. Why we went to war. 1936. 
199p. Harper, $1.50. 940.3 
The Secretary of war under Wilson gives his 


interpretation of America’s entry into the war. 
See Booklist 33: 116 Dec. '36 
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Benson, E. F. The kaiser and English 
relations. 1936. 304p. Longmans, $3.50. 
943.08 


A biographical study of William II from his 
birth to his present retirement at Doorn. Closely 
related to the author’s recent lives of Queen Vic- 
toria and Edward VII. 


Delafield, E. M. I visit the Soviets. 1937. 
344p. Harper, $2.50. 914.7 


Miss Delafield’s publishers wanted her to go to 
Russia to write a humorous book about it. She 
went to Russia, but didn’t find much to be humor- 
ous about. Her observations are her own however, 
and her stay on a communal farm alone would 
make a book that is unique. 


Dumond, Dwight L. Roosévelt to Roose- 
velt. 1937. 585p. Holt, $4. 973.9 


Prof. Dumond of Michigan university has pre- 
pared this work for the use of college students 
who are taking courses in recent history of the 
United States. At the same time he has provided 
an admirable summary for the general reader who 
wants a better understanding of the forces that 
are shaping present events. Liberal in outlook, 
well written and readable, with good bibliographies 
and an index. 


Around the world in 18 
1936. 186p. 


Kkins, H. R. 
days and how to do it. 
illus. Longmans, $2. 910 


Following regular commercial air routes, the 
author went around the world in the time speci- 
fied. He describes the trip and adds practical ad- 
vice for air travelers. 

See Booklist 38: 145 Jan. ’37. 


Eurich, A. C. and Wilson, E. C. In 1936. 
1937. 620p. illus. Holt, $2.50. 900 


A summary of the past year by the two Univer- 
sity of Minnesota professors who have been making 
up the questionnaires on current events for Time 
magazine. In sprightly readable style, they cover 
both the National and International scenes, with 
briefer treatment of Education, Literature, the 
Arts, and Sports. The illustrations have been 
selected from news photographs. 


Gilder, Rodman. The Battery. 1936. 
304p. illus. Houghton, $4.50. 974.71 


An anecdotal history of the tip of Manhattan 
island, with interesting illustrations that include 
both old prints and airplane views. Will have an 
interest similar to Harlow’s Old Bowery days. For 
medium and larger libraries. 


Graham, R. D. Rough passage. 1937. 
236p. Houghton, $2.50. 910.4 
The author’s account of his single-handed voyage 

in a small boat from England to Newfoundland 

and Labrador, south to Bermuda, and back to 








March, 1937] 


England again, is told in a simple matter-of-fact 
way that is convincing. . 


Halle, Louis J., Jr. Transcaribbean. 
1936. 311p. illus. Longmans, $3. 
917.28 


Told with a good deal of zest, the author’s ex- 
periences and observations in Guatemala, El Sal- 
vador and British Honduras make easy reading. 

See Booklist 33:78 Nov. ’36. 


Hesseltine, William B. A history of the 
South. 1936. 748p. Prentice - Hall, 
$38.75. 975 


Prof. Hesseltine of the History Department at 
the University has made a valuable contribution 
to sectional history by providing a unified, one- 
volume history of the South. Begins with the 
planting of the colonies; emphasizes social and 
economic aspects, with a full treatment of slavery 
and the growing dissent between south and north; 
ends with three chapters on the South today. Well 
indexed, and provided with bibliographies. In a 
library will provide supplementary material for 
high school history classes. 


Holdridge, Desmond. Escape to the 
tropics. 19387. 272p. illus. Harcourt, 
$2.50. 917.29 


The story of a young couple who married and 
went to live on one of the Virgin islands, just 
for the fun of it, and to prove that it could be 
done. Their light-hearted adventures make good 
reading. There is also an account of a foray into 
Guiana in search of Paul Redfern, that missing 
aviator whose disappearance has been the occa- 
sion for other rescue expeditions. 


Lloyd-George, David. War memoirs of 
David Lloyd-George. 1936. 464p. illus. 
Little, $3. 940.48 


This sixth volume covering the ending of the 
war and the aftermath in Russia brings Lloyd- 
George’s memoirs to a close. 

See Booklist 33:152 Jan. '37. 


Miller, Max. Mexico around me. 1937. 


305p. Reynal, $2.50. 917.2 


A personal, unconventional, somewhat cynical 
book about Mexico, for Max Miller didn’t find the 
glamorous Mexico that some recent authors have 
described. The story itself is told backwards. He 
has reached the southern border, and is consider- 
ing entering Guatemala, when the book starts ; then 
turns and retraces his steps. The way to see 
Mexico, he says, is not to try too hard, and he may 
be right, for going about it in his own way he 
found much that is entertaining and unusual. 
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Millis, Walter. Viewed without alarm; 


Europe today. 1937. 79p. Houghton, 
$1.25. 914 


However true the author’s observations may have 
been, it is heartening to read one book that views 
the European situation without too much alarm. 
He visited Russia, Germany, France and England 
in the fall of 1936, and found several factors that 
seemed to indicate the doubtfulness of a general 
European war, in spite of much war talk. 


Russell, Phillips. The glittering cen- 
tury. 1936. 326p. illus. Scribner, 
$3.50. 940.27 


Studies of the 18th century, chiefly in France, 
altho Russia, Sweden, England, and even America, 
enter the picture also. Brilliant characterizations 
of many of the outstanding figures. 


Stearns, Harold E. America; a re-ap- 
praisal. 1937. 319p. Hillman-Curl, $3. 
917.3 


The author, who spent twelve of the post-war 
years in France, has, since his return five years 
ago, found America a pretty good place to live in. 
He writes of race problems, religion, sex and the 
family, education, politics, business, and other 
aspects of our civilization, deciding as other re- 
cent writers have, that neither of the alternative 
dangers, Facsism or Communism, is likely to over- 
take us. 


Stimson, H. L. Far Eastern crisis. 1936. 
2938p. Harper, $3.75 950 


The author, who was Secretary of State from 
1929-1933, reviews the diplomatic crisis that arose 
with Japan’s invasion of Manchuria in 1931. 

See Booklist 33:77 Nov. ’36. 


Szekely, Ladislao. Tropic fever. 1937. 
3852p. Harper, $3. 919.2 


Ten years as a planter in Sumatra, to which 
the author went as a young man of 20, lie be- 
hind this book. He has a gift for telling his ad- 
ventures dramatically and for creating the atmo- 
sphere of the tropics. A frank and intimate ac- 
count of a young man’s life in tropic countries. 


Fiction 


Carfrae, Elizabeth. Fish 
1937. 264p. Putnam, $2. 


Disillusioned in her first love affair, Gay Staf- 
ford, born to wealth and position in London so- 
ciety, turns to her girlhood determination to be a 
doctor and devote herself to the poor and sick. 
She clings to her resolve, even tho her old lover 
follows her to the West India island where she has 
gone to join her school-days friend in hospital 
service, and tho a new devotion is offered her. 
Probably most suited to rent collections in medium 
and larger libraries. 

See Booklist 33:193 Feb. ’37. 


in the sea. 
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Derleth, August. Still is the summer 
night. 1937. 3856p. Scribner, $2.50. 


The author writes of his native village Sac 
Prairie (Prairie du Sac and Sauk City) on the 
Wisconsin river. The time is the 1880’s when 
‘lumber rafts were coming down the river. A 
farm home on the edge of the village is the scene. 
The characters are two brothers, the wife of one 
of them, and the old father who lives in his mem- 
ories of the Civil War. There are vivid word 
pictures of the prairie, charming descriptions of 
community merrymakings. The main theme as it 
develops between husband, wife and brother may 
meet disapproval in some libraries altho the au- 
thor’s handling of his subject matter is always 
dignified. 


Farjeon, Eleanor. Humming bird. 1936. 
299p. Stokes, $2.50. 


Past and present are woven together in this 
dream-like fairy tale. A  bric-a-brac shop in 
Hounsbury, London, in the 1890’s, is the setting. 
There are really two stories—the strange happen- 
ings in the shop during nine year old Lisette’s 
visit to her aunt, and the tale behind the picture 
on the Countess’s fan, the king’s humming bird, 
a miniature, and old Madam’s opal ring. The 
story is told in the first person by Lisette, who 
looks back across forty years to that momentous 
visit. 


Goudge, Elizabeth. A city of bells. 1936. 
3880p. Coward-McCann, $2.50. 


Restless and out-of-sorts with the world, Jocelyn 
Irvin comes to Torminster to visit his grandfather, 
Canon Fordyce. There, in the quiet and beauty of 
the little cathedral town, and with the help of 
Henrietta, who is ten, Hugh Anthony, his young 
nephew, and Felicity Summers, popular young 
actress, he finds a congenial occupation and happi- 
ness. Interwoven with Jocelyn’s new life is the 
mystery of the unhappy poet, Ferranti. A charm- 
ing story, very English, told in gay style, with 
lovely word pictures of Torminster, with its Cathe- 
dral, cobbled streets and tiny shops. 


Irwin, Margaret. The stranger prince. 

1987. 527p. Harcourt, $2.50. 

Historical novel of the reign of Charles I and 
the civil war between Puritan and Cavalier. The 
hero is Prince Rupert, son of Charles’ sister, 
Elizabeth of Bohemia, who goes to England to 
fight for his uncle. Ties up with the author’s two 
earlier novels Royal flush and The proud servant. 


Kennicott, M. B. The heart awakes. 

1936. 287p. Houghton, $2.50. 

Readers who enjoy quiet, contemplative novels 
will find pleasure in this exchange of letters be- 
tween two mature persons who meet at Geneva 
and fall deeply in love. The background of inter- 
national politics and the League of Nations will 
add to the interest. - 
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Leslie, Doris. Fair company. 1936. 


498p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


Story of four generations in an English family, 
interest in each generation centering in the women. 


Sabatini, Rafael. The fortunes of Cap- 
tain Blood. 1936. 240p. Houghton, $2. 


Six short stories, each carrying on a further 
adventure of this favorite character. 


Winther, S. K. Mortgage your heart. 
1937. 3383p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


Carrying on the story begun in Take all to 
Nebraska (Butietin, Mar. ’36) this book deals pri- 
marily with the growing-up of the sons and their 
gradual adoption of American ways. Shows sym- 
pathy and understanding in its treatment of a 
boy’s problems and ambitions. Ends with the 
top-notch farm prices of the war era. 


Children’s Books 


Bragdon, Lillian J. Tell me the time, 
please. 1936. illus. Stokes, $1.25. 681 


An unusually attractive little book. Time-telling 
thru the ages, how to read the clock face, the 
division of the world into time zones, what the 
radio announcer means when he says “six o’clock 
Central Standard time”—all explained in simple 
and pleasing language. 


Brann, Esther. Another New Year. 1936. 
illus. Macmillan, $1. 


Beginning with New Year’s Day and ending 
with Christmas, we have here a record of the 
year’s activities for boys and girls. Both illus- 
tration and text seem to present life as a gay 
adventure. For youngest readers. 


Dodds, Myrta H. Children of sunny 
Syria. 1936. 147p. illus. Crowell, $1.50. 


Story of a brother and sister growing up in 
Syria, caring for the goats, helping with the silk 
worms, and sharing other daily tasks. Gives a 
good picture of Syrian life and shows what hap- 
pened when rayon came in to replace silk. 

See Booklist 33:196 Feb. ’37. 


Du Cles, Hazel M. Busy little boys and 
girls. 1936. illus. Rand McNally, 10c. 


A picture book especially prepared to help im- 
prove the speech habits of small children. The 12 
pictures represent children engaged in interesting 
activities at home, designed to obtain a natural 
response on the part of the child. In the simple 
words describing the picture, the most used “pure” 
vowel sounds and dipthongs are used, the correct 
pronounciation of which lays the foundation for 
good speech habits. 
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Evers, Helen and Alf. The merry mouse. 

1936. illus. Farrar, 75c. 

The very clean lady in whose house the little 
mouse lived, did not leave much food around. He 
fared better when she went away and a plump, 
jolly woman who didn’t sweep often came in her 
place. For picture book age. 


Haesler, Ruth and John. Shorty. 1936. 
illus. Rand McNally, 10c. 591.5 
Entertaining t of a chi 


Hill, MabeI L. Big, little, smaller and 
least. illus. Stokes, $1.25. 


Four little sisters longed for a pet. They ex- 
perimented with various kinds until finally the 
right one came along. Their experiences are re- 
lated in lively form and are accompanied by 
spirited illustrations by the author. 





Lee, Melicent L. Indians of the oaks. 
1937. 245p. illus. Ginn, 92c. 970.1 


A story of life among the Indians of southern 
California some 75 years ago. Gives a most in- 
teresting account of their life and folkways. The 
author has made a special study of these Indians 
and knows many of the secrets of their use of 
food plants and herbs. Some of these are given in 
an appendix. 


May, Stella Burke. Children of Mexico. 
1936. illus. Rand McNally, 10c. 917.2 


Thorsmark, Thora. Children of Lap- 
land, 1936. illus. Rand McNally, 10c. 
914.27 


Two attractive 10c books, well illustrated, with 
interesting text. 


Meigs, Cornelia. Young Americans. 
1936. 348p. illus. Ginn, $1.12. 


Fifteen stories with historical settings ; one of an 
Ojibway boy and his friendship with a Dakotah; 
one of a Quaker girl in Pennsylvania ; one of a boy 
who made friends with a land surveyor named 
Washington; and so on down to our own time 
and a tale of heroism in the great Mississippi flood 
of 1927. 

See Booklist 33:198 Feb. '37. 

Munro, Jock. Busy bee. 1936. illus. 
Farrar, 75c. 638.1 


A day in the life of a busy bee told for youngest 


readers. Charmingly illustrated in green and 
black. 
Painter, Clara S. and Brezler, Anne. 


Minnesota grows up. 1936. 144p. il- 
lus. Univ. of Minn. press, $1.75; school 
ed., $1.40. 977.6 


Minnesota boys and girls have a treasure in 
this lively history of their state. In referring to 
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Caddie Woodlawn the authors say that while Cad- 
die lived in Wisconsin, “pioneer children in Minne- 
sota did many of the same things.” The statement, 
reversed, could be appiled to this book. It is about 
Minnesota, but much of what it has to tell, about 
the glacial age, the Indians, the explorers, the 
lumber era, would apply to Wisconsin as well. 
See Booklist 33:128 Dec. ’36. 


Petersham, Maud and Miska. The story 
book of corn. 1936. illus. Winston, 
60c. 633.1 


This lovely book is one of four, the others deal- 
ing with Wheat, Rice, and Sugar. Corn, which 
is so entirely an American crop, lends itself to 
picturesque treatment, and the Petershams in 
pictures and text have done full justice to the sub- 
ject, from ancient Indian corn culture and cere- 
monial to the tall silos in which it is stored today. 
Picture stories. Follett, 
buckram, 45c. 


A series of booklets, running to about 40 pages 
each, printed on good paper with well-reproduced 
photographic illustrations. Designed on the unit 
plan, they offer good library material in the 
Social Sciences. The following have been issued: 
Bread, Milk, Food, Meat, Trains, Boats, Airplanes, 
How we travel, Indians, Life in the Alps, How the 
city serves its people. 


pa. 15c ea.; 


Pryor, William and Helen. The rubber 
book. 1936. 101p. illus. Harcourt, $1. 
678 


This photographic picture book contains the story 
of rubber, its manufacture and its important place 
in daily life, as discovered by Bill and Ann. 


Religious poems for little folks. 1936. 
128p. Bruce, $1. 822.08 
These poems are for the most part those taught 

in the first three grades in Catholic parochial 
schools. The selection is excellent and far from 
narrowly sectarian. An addition to the collection 
for the children’s room. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, 
widely known in the educational life in the state, 
writes the introduction. 


Sawyer, Ruth. Picture tales from Spain. 
1936. 132p. illus. Stokes, $1.25. 


Eleven folk tales with spirited black and white 
illustrations. The stories are preceded by intro- 
ductory notes, and there are occasional riddles and 
proverbs sprinkled between. 

See Booklist 33:57 Oct. ’36. 


Thomas, C. S. comp. The Atlantic book 
of Junior plays. new ed. 1936. 370p. 
Little, $2. 

To the selection in the first edition, three plays 
have been added: The lad of Stratford, by Dorey; 
Finders-Keepers, by Kelly; and The valiant, by 
Hall and Middlemass. 
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Van Hichtum, Ninke. Afke’s ten. 1936. 
256p. illus. Lippincott, $2. 

A story of contented home life in Holland as 
lived by Mother Afke, Father Marten and their 
ten children. The story begins with the appearance 
of a new brother and relates the day by day ad- 
ventures which make up their lives. Beautifully 
written, with emphasis on consideration for the 
rights and feeling of others. Juvenile literature is 
enriched by the translation of this classic. 

See Booklist 33:98 Nov. ’36. 


Waring, Ruth Ann and Wells, Helen. 
Puddle; the real story of a baby hip- 
po. 1936. 35p. illus. Rand McNally, 
50c. 599.7 


“A new baby at the zoo! Everyone was excited, 
for it was a baby hippo, the first one ever born at 
the Chicago Zoological park.’’ In large size bold 
face type the authors tell the story of this baby 
for younger readers. In smaller type on the same 
page there is interesting information about hippos 
in the wild state for older boys and girls. An un- 
usual and attractive picture book at low price. 


For Older Boys 


Arnold, Nason H. Tinker of Stone Bluff. 
1936. 318p. illus. Doubleday, $2. 


The story is about a boys school in Vermont and 
an intelligent principal who understood what school 
should mean in the lives of the students. Four 
boys of widely divergent background and training 
show their reaction to the new environment. School 
sports have their proper place. It will be enjoyed 
by older boys who will gain more from reading this 
than from the ordinary run of school stories. 


Best, Herbert. Flag of the desert. 1936. 
242p. illus. Viking, $2. 


This mystery story is concerned with the poli- 
tical aspirations of a West African tribe. Bill and 
Terry, two boys with a scientific flair, masquerad- 
ing as natives, attempt to recover the White Pearl 
of Kornu, a famous racing camel. They are plung- 
ed into mystery and adventure, highly fantastic 
but interesting, and are influential in preventing 
the native uprising against the British. Writer 
spent 12 years in the country which he uses as 
the setting for the story. 


Finger, Charles J. Our navy. 1936. 
188p. illus. Houghton, $2. 973 


A history of our navy from its modest begin- 
ning to the present time. The earlier periods are 
more interesting because of fuller descriptions of 
ships, engagements and personalities. Full of in- 
terest for older boys and adults who wish an out- 
line history. 
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Fleming, Waldo. Talking drums. 1936. 
3807p. illus. Doubleday, $2. 

Philip Baring, returning to West Africa after a 
year in school in England, finds himself confront- 
ed with a mystery to solve. His father’s work of 
building a railroad into the interior is interrupted 
by various annoying incidents, including sleeping 
sickness. The connection between the “talking 
drums” and the trouble is discovered. Older boys 
will enjoy the excitement and mystery. 


Haines, Donal H. David and Jonathan. 

1936. 298p. illus. Farrar, $1.75. 

This story of a friendship between two boys is 
developed against the background of football, 
baseball and the other sports in which Hillton 
Academy participated. It is a wholesome story 
with good character development. The emergence 
of the two boys in their own field of interest is 
well done. While not moralizing in tone, the mes- 
sage of the book will probably be understood by 
the readers. 


Jagendorf, Moritz. In the days of the 
Han. 1936. 168p. illus. Suttonhouse, 
$3. 

Something of the reaction of modern youth to 
war is portrayed in this story of young Lu Sung, 
who lived in China many years ago. He believed 
that the best way for a country, or individual to 
get along is by being at peace with neighbors. This 
idealism is thrown against a background of war 
and intrigue. Beautifully written in simple style. 
Will not have wide appeal, though the better read- 
ers among boys and girls of junior high age will 
like it. Expensive. 


New Editions 


Aesop’s fables. illus. A. Whitman, $1. 


Good reading type. 


De Le Mare, Walter. Peacock pie. Holt, 
$2. 


Exquisite little illustrations by Jocelyn Crowe. 


Otis, James. Toby Tyler. Harper, $1. 
Four full-page pictures in color and many mar- 

ginal illustrations. 

Martin, Mary Steichen. The first picture 
book. Harcourt, $1. 


The first and second picture books are bound 
together in one. 


Sidney, Margaret. Five little Peppers 
and how they grew. illus. Houghton, 
$2. 55 
Issued in the Riverside Bookshelf. 











